There is good reason to believe that the attitudes of persons without disability towards dating a person with a physical disability might be unfavourable. However, in general, and in the Global South in particular, there is a dearth of research in this area. This study sought to take the first step in addressing this lack of enquiry, by surveying the attitudes of a general population sample in South Africa towards dating people with physical disabilities, using a vignette. Data from 1,723 survey respondents were analysed thematically. Findings reveal largely negative attitudes towards people with physical disabilities. Respondents without disability perceived numerous barriers to dating a person with a physical disability, including social stigma, anxiety, and concerns about the burden of care they believed such a relationship would place upon them. However, there was some evidence to suggest that some positive attitudes do exist, and a few respondents were open to dating a person with physical disabilities. Findings contribute to a nuancing and expanding of the 'myth of asexuality' among physically disabled people by showing that people with physical disabilities are actively desexualised by persons without disability. Future research is needed to explore how the inclusive attitudes, of which we did find evidence here, can be further cultivated.
physical disability and sexuality, as well as a demographic questionnaire. In the introduction to the survey, a person with physical disabilities was defined as 'someone with a physical impairment that has a substantial and long term adverse effect on the person's ability to perform normal day to day activities, e.g., walking, eating, going shopping'.
Gender-matched vignettes were employed to elicit participant beliefs about, discursive practices used, and ways of thinking about, dating a person with physical disabilities. The vignettes were constructed in consultation with a group of people with physical disabilities who worked with the authors on the project. The vignette read as follows for respondents who identified as female (with the equivalent for those who identified as male in brackets): Jane (John), who is non-disabled, meets John (Jane), who has a physical disability, at a party. They have a nice chat together and seem to get along really well. At the end of the evening, John (Jane) tells Jane (John) that he really likes her, and invites her to go out on a date the following weekend. How does Jane (John) react to this? How might she (he) respond to John (Jane)? Why might Jane (John) react in this way? What are her (his) thoughts and feelings about the situation?
Projective techniques, such as this story completion vignette, are an attempt to elicit views, beliefs and attitudes indirectly. Barriers to admissibility, including the social undesirability of certain views or attitudes, make this technique useful when researching taboo subjects. As suggested by Kitzinger and Powell (1995) , we employed this method as a means of gaining access to the respondents' ways of thinking about the topic at hand (Kitzinger and Powell 1995) . The survey, including the vignette, was translated into isiXhosa, isiZulu, and Afrikaans 2 , and respondents could choose to answer the questions in any of these languages, or in English.
We focussed this study on beliefs about the sexuality of persons with physical disabilities for two reasons. Primarily, in the case of examining perceptions of the suitability of people with physical disabilities as dating partners, we wanted to limit the number of factors which could influence respondents' responses. By focussing on physical disabilities, we sought to identify impairment-specific reactions, and reactions to difference. We thus isolated an example of disability which allowed people in the vignettes to be adult, able to communicate, and fully capable of consent. Secondly, it has been suggested that individuals with visible disabilities face more stigma and social limitations (Esmail et al. 2010 ).
In designing our study, we were also concerned about respondents answering qualitative questions in a socially desirable manner, which may be particularly pertinent in South Africa where there is an acute awareness of the country's exclusionary history, and ongoing inequality (Swartz 2007) . Consequently, a largely online and anonymous survey using indirect measures seemed a suitable way to attempt to circumvent this form of social desirability in the present study, insofar as is possible.
Participants and procedure
The survey, administered through Qualtrics 3 , was advertised widely, including through a dedicated Facebook page, and two of South Africa's largest news sites, The Sowetan and TimesLive. We obtained permission from the institutional planning departments of two large urban universities -the University of Johannesburg in Gauteng and Stellenbosch University in the Western Cape -to advertise the survey. It was also administered by hand by trained data collectors in two peri-urban settlements in the Western Cape, Langa and Khayelitsha 4 . This was to avoid biasing the sample towards persons with access to computers. The pen-andpaper respondents were selected at convenience from busy areas in the data collectors' respective locations. All respondents had to be at least 18 years of age or older (due to the sexual nature of some of the content). Ethical approval for the study was granted by the University of East London and the University of Stellenbosch.
The sample consisted of 1,990 valid survey responses for the qualitative data. One hundred and twenty-five respondents who met the Washington Group criteria 5 for having a 3 Qualtrics is a survey-management platform. 4 Langa and Khayelitsha are two large, peri-urban settlements on the outskirts of Cape Town in South Africa. Their inhabitants are largely Black African and Xhosa-speaking. 5 The Washington Group Short Set of questions, which is being used in many contexts globally, was used to identify people with disabilities amongst the survey participants. These items measure disability in functional terms, and include questions regarding the respondent's abilities in terms of seeing, hearing, ambulating, disability using standard cut-offs were excluded, so the remaining group were people without disability, according to the Washington Group criteria. Of the remaining 1,865 responses, 1,723 provided valid qualitative data (i.e., did not have missing or nonsensical responses, such as 'fggg'). The mean age of the remaining respondents was 26 years (SD = 9.15), and ranged from 18 years to 76 years. There were fewer men (43.3%) than women (57.7%). Racially, the sample consisted of 42.8% Black African, 42% White, 8.9% Coloured, and 4.5% Asian or Indian persons, as well as 1.7% who self-identified as 'other'. Of the participants, 51.2% held a school leaving certificate. In South Africa (total population estimated at 54,490,000), 67.5% of the population identify as Black and only 21.6% as White. In terms of education, according to the South African Census (StatsSA 2012), the percentage of people aged 20 or older with a school leaving certificate is 28.5%. Therefore, our sample had a higher number of White respondents and was better educated than the general population.
Analysis
As in the study of Kitzinger and Powell (1995) , we treated the story completion vignette data as one would interview data. Respondents were able to give as long a response as they wished, the majority of responses ranging from 10-150 words. The responses were analysed using thematic analysis (Braun and Clarke 2006) . Responses written in isiXhosa and isiZulu were translated by professional translators, while those written in Afrikaans were coded by the first author, who is a speaker of the language. A random sample of the translations was then checked by an independent translator. All transcripts were coded using Atlas.ti by the first author, as well as two research assistants on the project. In the first round of coding, we used Atlas.ti's open coding function, independently coding the same 100 responses. Following discussion, a code book was developed. The remaining responses were coded using this code book, although allowance was made for emerging codes. Coding was conducted until a point in analysis at which no new information was emerging (after 1000 responses). Having three researchers identify codes independently is a way of ensuring greater reliability within this sort of qualitative work (Saldana 2013 ).
cognition, self-care, communication. Response options range from 1, 'No-no difficulty, to 2, 'Yes-some difficulty', to 3, 'Yes-a lot of difficulty', and, finally, to 4, 'Cannot do at all'.
Need to compensate for disability. This theme highlighted a particularly interesting facet of the data: that people without disability believed people with physical disabilities should compensate, in some manner, for their disability. What is conveyed in these data is the idea that, for people with physical disabilities to 'qualify' as dateable, they need to exceed the expectations placed upon people without disability, by being exceptionally funny or charming, so as to 'make up for' what they 'lack' in physical desirability. This is exemplified in responses 
Reactions
Disgust. Some responses seemed to suggest powerful negative affect -such as recoiling, revulsion and fear. This included shock and offense that a 'lower status' romantic candidate would approach the character without disability. As one respondent wrote, '[the woman without disability] might say that she isn't interested or feel offended that he could think that In contrast to women's concern with intimacy, broadly defined, the codes included in this theme from male respondents mainly constituted worries about physical limitations on sexual activity (narrowly-defined as heteronormative penetrative sex), with respondents stating, for instance, that, 'There might be a deal breaker in terms of disabilities, as in if she is paralysed from the waist down and does want someone sexually active then he wouldn't want to date her, but at the least they would be friends'. This not only reflects a focus on the mechanics of the sexual act, rather than intimacy more broadly, but also reinforces the Ambivalence and uncertainty. Related to, but distinct from, the 'anxiety and complicated feelings' sub-theme, 'ambivalence and uncertainty' encapsulates data which conveyed ambivalence and uncertainty about romantic contact with people with physical disabilities.
Respondents often showed ambivalence about dating people with physical disabilities, stating, for instance, that, '[the person without disability] is going to be nice to [the person with physical disabilities] because he cannot bring himself to "disappoint a disabled girl"; he might feel guilty for "leading this girl on and giving her ideas" while all he meant was being nice out of pity (sic)'. Despite the fact that this ambivalence could have a negative valence, it also sometimes signalled a hint of inclusivity. This can be seen in responses such as, '[the woman without disability] is really surprised and a little uneasy about how to respond, but since they had such a nice conversation and she doesn't want him to be upset, she agrees to go on a date with him'.
Influential factors
Contact. Respondents often motivated negative responding on the part of the character without disability by referring to the latter's lack of familiarity and past contact with people with physical disabilities. Statements such as, 'There might be some apprehension if [the
Discussion
This discussion must be prefaced by an acknowledgement that vignettes are but one means of gaining some access to the ways of thinking about, perceptions and social constructions of the respondents concerning dating people with physical disabilities, and it is with this in mind that the following discussion is undertaken (Kitzinger and Powell 1995; Agunbiade and Ayotunde 2012) . Further, as noted before, it must be borne in mind that our sample had more White respondents, fewer men, and respondents with a higher degree of education than the South African population at large. This limits the generalisability of our findings. Thus, what follows are our observations regarding attitudes of some South Africans towards dating people with physical disabilities.
We found that our sample of South Africans without disability's views about a dating scenario involving a person with a physical disability were dependent on the nature and severity of the disability, and characterised by pity for people with physical disabilities and fears about stigma and dependency. Notably, however, we also found evidence of inclusive attitudes, characterised by responses which did not focus on the disability status of the dating target, or expressed openness to dating a person with physical disabilities. It is important to note that answers characterised by ambivalence and uncertainty also convey potentially inclusive attitudes, indicating the potential for meaningful relating. Taken together, these facets of our data suggest that there are some positive attitudes towards dating people with physical disabilities in South Africa.
However, we also found that there is a perception amongst people without disability that lack of contact between people without disability and people with physical disabilities causes the former to feel anxious in the presence of the latter. Research on attitudes has consistently suggested that people without disability perceive there to be a hierarchy of disability acceptability, where severe and visible disabilities are ranked as less acceptable than less visible and less disabling conditions (Strohmer, Grand, and Purcell 1984; Olkin and Howson 1994) . Based on our findings, it appears that this hierarchy holds for partnering with people with physical disabilities. (2012) and Marini et al. (2011) .
We also found evidence that people without disability actively desexualise people with disabilities. 'Desexualisation is a process that separates sexuality from disabled bodies', writes Kim (sic) (2011, 483) , 'making it irrelevant to and incompatible with them because [people without disability] are supposedly undesirable in society and because disability is believed to lead to sexual incapacity'. The findings of the present study provide tentative evidence that the myth of asexuality amongst people with physical disabilities (noted in the introduction) may be underlain not only by beliefs, but also by people without disability's active desexualisation of people with physical disabilities in interactions.
There was evidence of gender differences in responding to the dating scenario. For instance, moralising about the 'right' way to react to the scenario was framed by male respondents as a matter of 'being a gentleman', and men were more concerned with physical intimacy than were women. Women were more likely to refer to making adjustments over time to accommodate disability. However, gender did not emerge as a major axis down which the data were split. Future work in this area could potentially conduct a more purposeful gender analysis of attitudes towards dating people with physical disabilities. The present study seems to suggest that gender does not directly determine the valence of attitudes.
In the South African context, specifically, however, two of our findings have particular relevance. Firstly, our finding that more women than men feared the burden of care, which could be placed upon them in a relationship with a person with physical disabilities, makes sense in context. Recent work in South Africa suggests that women bear the majority of the burden of hidden care work (Nnko et al. 2000; Steinberg et al. 2002; Akintola 2006) . In higherincome contexts, professional or paraprofessional care workers may be available to assist people with physical disabilities with specific care needs. There is a dearth of such services in low-and middle-income settings. It stands to reason, then, that women without disability in such contexts might be more reticent to partner with a person whose care they feel they might become tasked with.
Secondly, it is relevant that we found evidence which suggests that some inclusive attitudes do exist. Even where persons without disability appeared to be ambivalent about the romantic suitability of people with physical disabilities, some expressed openness to exploring a romantic relationship with a person with physical disabilities. This is a notable finding in South Africa, where the numerous barriers faced by people with physical disabilities mean that evidence of positive attitudes towards them should be seized upon and explored.
Indeed, the evidence of inclusive attitudes towards dating people with physical disabilities warrants further inquiry, given that so little is known about the antecedents of inclusive attitudes in this area.
Conclusion
The findings presented in this paper have implications for future research and work in the field, which should -our data suggest -concern itself more with detailed exploration and analysis of the beliefs and attitudes of people without disability which underlie their willingness to date people with physical disabilities. The promotion of full inclusion, and the sexual rights, of people with disabilities is a central goal of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN General Assembly 2007). Further inquiry and activism is urgently required if we are to begin to explore and explode some of the attitudes and beliefs which underlie negative attitudes found in the present work.
Some of the work which must be done may involve creating more opportunities for contact between people with physical disabilities and people without disability on an equal basis every day, in higher education institutions, places of employment, and public spaces. In South Africa, and in the Global South in general, there are many barriers to contact likely to foster and support relationships and intimacy (Goodley and Swartz 2016) . But it is clear that a much more complex politics of intimacy and desire is at stake here, not only contact. In the context of disability and sexuality, much remains to be done. However, the positive attitudes we did find in our sample suggest that fertile ground exists for this work to occur.
